networks and uneasy ambitions,
Whelan steers a clapped-out Renault
and a wonderful naivete, bordering
hysterically at times on the delusion-
al, around Melbourne’s north. He
talks of his life as if hoping to resume
himself from his failings, saying the
sort of things that from someone less
witty might seem foolish.

Comrade Whelan is an amiable
personification of flawed maleness.
The kind of bloke who can still make
an inept play for a married woman in
a Pizza Hut at 6.30 on a Tuesday eve-
ning, stone-cold sober: “Close-up,
the red of her hair was shot with
henna, an affectation from which I
took strange encouragement.”

Maloney, like his hero, has a nice
gruff way with language and an open
and rapidly moving eye. Ayisha, com-

At times the humour turns into a
more disquieting comedy. Maloney
appreciates that in Melbourne there
aren’t distractions to the introspec-
tive and troubled use of the mind
and that satire needs something
deadly to hone itself against. Most of
the best Melbourne humour and
most acrid social observation is a
reaction to having to live there.

Open Robert English’s More
Deaths Than One and you're in Syd-
ney in 1974, a medieval place of un-
easy imaginings and many deaths.
More Deaths is like a museum case
of exhibits of human disorder. “King
Freddie”, a lawyer, and Greg Hart-
man, already one of the wealthiest
men in the country, control the
underworld, and now they want to
take $2 million from the town of
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terial barrel, Tagg has never left a
courtroom with winged victory per-
ched on his shoulder: “Like the
much sought after, but mythical,
perfect circle, he just went round
and round in a fixed groove, un-
broken, undefiled and unimpeacha-
bly unsuccessful.”

Then, briefed by mistake, he finds
himself among the paddocks and
pesticides of Cootamundra, pursuing
both his client’s missing stud bull
and his disenchanted wife. Kline's
use of language is appropriately eru-
dite and occasionally fanciful, and he
has a rare ability to be both oratori-
cal and intimate. A most engaging
indictment of the lawyering trade.

Graeme Blundell is a Sydney direc tbr,
actor and writer.




